
Mathematics Curriculum Statement 

 

Mathematics is a creative and highly inter-connected discipline that has been developed over 

centuries, providing the solution to some of history’s most intriguing problems. It is essential to 

everyday life, critical to science, technology and engineering, and necessary for financial literacy 

and most forms of employment. A high-quality mathematical education therefore provides a 

foundation for understanding the world, the ability to reason mathematically, an appreciation of 

the beauty and power of mathematics, and a sense of enjoyment and curiosity about the subject. 

(National Curriculum 2014) 

Intent 

At Forncett Primary, we aim to inspire and motivate children to reach their full academic potential. 

In mathematics this means ensuring an engaging and rigorous curriculum that is fully inclusive of 

all children. Our curriculum is reviewed regularly to ensure that it is current and effective. The 

three aims of the National Curriculum for Mathematics – fluency, reasoning and problem solving 

– are at the heart of our curriculum and embedded within the learning. Teachers are aided and 

supported in their teaching of maths through appropriate CPD ensuring they have good subject 

knowledge and the skills required to be effective.  

We want all our children to develop: 

 A positive attitude towards mathematics and an awareness of the relevance of 

mathematics in the world – developing a ‘Can do’ approach 

 A competence and confidence in mathematical knowledge, concepts and skills 

 An ability to solve problems, to reason, to think logically and to work systematically and 

accurately 

 The initiative and ability to work both independently and in cooperation with others 

 The ability to communicate mathematics using appropriate mathematical language 

 An ability to use and apply mathematics across the curriculum and in their life outside 

school 

Implementation 

Successful implementation of the intentions of our maths curriculum requires that our staff have 

good subject knowledge and mastery of the mathematics curriculum. We have achieved this by 

providing high quality CPD for staff and all staff are encouraged to raise questions and seek 

support in order to ensure everyone is confident in what they teach. Teachers and teaching 

assistants reinforce an expectation that all children are capable of achieving high standards in 

mathematics. This fits with our growth mind set philosophy and a belief that perseverance can 

and does make a difference.  

Lessons are planned carefully identifying the mathematics being taught, the key points and 

potential difficult areas. In a typical lesson there is a clear focus on direct, instructional teaching 

with opportunities for questioning, short tasks, explanations, demonstration and discussion. 

During lessons, the structure and connections within mathematics are emphasised so that 

children develop deep learning that can be sustained. Teachers use precise questioning to test 



conceptual and procedural knowledge and also as a means to assess children regularly and 

identify those who need additional support or intervention.  

Resources and equipment are audited so that children have access to high quality materials. 

Teachers understand the importance of using a CPA (concrete, pictorial, abstract) approach 

within their lessons, whenever this is possible and appropriate. Mathematical equipment 

(counters, bead strings, Numicon, number lines etc.) is available to all children in lessons, should 

they need to use it.  Our resources allow us to use a range of models and images to support 

learning in each area and enable the progression from concrete to pictorial to abstract.  

To ensure consistency and progression, the Federation has developed medium term plans, 

covering each term, from YR to Y6 which ensures coverage of the National Curriculum and 

Development Matters. These medium term plans contain blocks of learning for each half term. 

There is flexibility within these plans to change the order in which these blocks of the curriculum 

are taught, as long as teachers ensure that the appropriate and relevant content is taught each 

academic year. Whilst planning the blocks of work, teachers have access to the schemes of 

learning and resources provided by White Rose Maths. These resources provide teachers with 

notes and guidance, details of mathematical vocabulary and examples of varied fluency. In 

addition, there are teaching slides and worksheets which can be used and adapted, if required. 

Teachers also use resources available through NRICH and NCETM. Children experience a range 

of different types of learning and we ensure there is a coverage of fluency, reasoning and problem 

solving in different formats. Children work both collaboratively and independently when solving 

problems which require them to persevere and develop resilience.   

The large majority of children progress through the curriculum content at the same time. Those 

children who fail to grasp a concept or procedure, are identified quickly and early intervention is 

provided as appropriate to enable the child to move on with their learning. Within lessons, further 

support is provided to small groups or individuals where there is an identified need. More-able 

children are regularly given tasks and challenges to deepen understanding. 

There is an expectation on all children that they continually develop their proficiency in articulating 

their mathematical reasoning. The use of precise mathematical vocabulary is expected at all 

times. Children are supported in articulating their thinking and reasoning by the use of sentence 

starters and generalisations provided by the teacher.  

Time is provided for children to learn key facts such as multiplication tables and addition and 

subtraction facts within 10. The intention is for the children to have recall of these facts so that 

they can apply these easily and focus on new concepts. Children are provided with regular 

opportunities to revisit, practice and consolidate skills within mathematics lessons and across 

the curriculum. We have a school calculation policy which is implemented to ensure progression 

in written calculations.  

At Forncett Primary we believe it is important for children to engage with mathematics in a variety 

of ways. Teachers plan to ensure that there are opportunities for problem solving, practical 

activities, individual, group and whole class discussions and activities plus open and closed tasks.  

As well as daily mathematics lessons, teachers aim to incorporate mathematics across different 

subjects and within the wider curriculum as often as they can so that children can experience 

mathematics in its broadest possible context.  



We have termly Maths Assemblies where children are presented with an age appropriate 

challenge to complete at home with their parents. There is a Maths Games Lending Library where 

games are loaned weekly to take home – although this has been suspended at the current time 

due to Covid. Each year, the subject leader holds Maths workshops within school to which parents 

and carers are invited to attend and join in mathematical activities with their children.  

 

Impact  

Children show the confidence to take on challenging tasks and the perseverance to work through 

problems. Children are heard to say ‘I can’t do it ...yet!’ but hold a belief that they will make 

progress with the challenges that they face. This was noted in a report following a visit by a Lead 

Officer from Norfolk Children’s Services in September 2021 ‘Children were learning from 

misconceptions and mistakes and were being challenged to move their learning on’.  

Children are confident to talk about maths and their learning with adults and their learning partners 

– an impact pointed out in an external review in November 2021: ‘Pupils were able to talk 

effectively about their work and connect it to prior learning’.  

Our maths books, curriculum books and displays evidence a range of maths learning 

demonstrating good coverage of fluency, reasoning and problem solving.  

Effective feedback and interventions support children to strive to be the best that they can be 

ensuring that they continue to make progress.  

Maths Assemblies are popular with children and their parents and carers. Over 75% families took 

part in the Autumn 2021 maths assembly challenge. Parental feedback included the following: I 

just saw your email about the maths challenge & just wanted to say how happy xxxx is to be doing 

this. She just loves Maths! 

The positive impact of mathematical teaching overall is captured in the following observations in 

an external Review conducted in November 2021: ‘Good progress has been made in developing 

the mathematics curriculum’ and that the ‘calculation policy ensures consistency between 

classes’. In addition, the reviewer witnessed ‘many mastery approaches’ and noted that ‘effective 

mathematical pedagogies being used’.  

 

 

 

 


